Class and Society

Film Clip 8 – Class and Society

Action: Ashley (Sam Hudson) rejects Xavier (Michael Andres-Tejada Da ).

Dialogue:
XAVIER:

I thought you were doing it because we were…we were mates.

ASHLEY:

Mates? You thought I was doing this because I liked you? You? You thought I
liked you? Why would I? I would have to be crazy to like you. People like you
take everything there is in the world, everything! So there’s not enough left for
the likes of me and you still think we want you as friends? Why would we? What
is there to like about you? You’re an over-privileged, spoilt, greedy, selfimportant brat. My Nan has to move in with us because people like you don’t
think chavs like us deserve anything but to get poorer. But you don’t think it’s
your fault. Oh no, how can it be? Because you and your people donate carrier
bags full of tinned food from Waitrose so we can go grovelling to the food bank
-for free food. We only have to pay with our pride but of course there’s no
interest rates attached to humiliation so you lot thing we should just suck it up
and be grateful.
We live on the same planet but you and your lot think it’s okay squander and
waste away all the resources and live like you own several planets.
Yes, I’m grateful to your mum for paying my Nan and letting us have the
leftovers, the crumbs from your table but no one can pay me to like you
because you were born to have everything and I was born to have nothing. And
you can’t see anything wrong in that? Hang on, before you tell me to get over it,
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I will, I am. I am well over it. If you’re me or like me you learn very early that life
isn’t fair and to get used to it. You hold your mouth, you hold your hands still,
you do not cause trouble or fight back.
You get over it. You have to or you go mad or to prison. But what I refuse to get
over it is your attitude, your feeling that you are some how superior to me
because of what? Luck!
Yeah, that’s right because of whose sperm ended up where. No, I don’t want to
be your mate, No one with any pride or half a brain would. So, fuck you, fat boy,
fuck you.

Links to Learning Objec5ves:
a) People’s eating choices are influenced by many factors, not just hunger
b) Dietary choices have consequences for people’s health

Discussion points/ques.ons:
•

Can you relate to or understand Ashley’s outburst and his anger towards the situation?

•

Do you see Xavier as over-privileged and spoiled? Or is he the way he is because of
the way he has been brought up? He knows no diﬀerent, he is a young boy who has
never had to struggle for anything. How has this had a positive and negative eﬀect on
him?

•

How much has Ashley’s circumstances influenced what he eats?

•

Ashley’s grandma, Ruby, learnt how to cook healthier meals when she lost her son to a
heart attack, how do think this has aﬀected the way they eat as a family?

•

The food that Ashley’s family get from the food bank has to last them 3 days. Look at
the list of food they would typically receive and try and work out how to feed your
family with that food:
1 medium packet of cereal, 2 medium packet of biscuits (probably not chocolate), Tea
(80 bags), I carton of UHT milk, 2 standard tins of soup, 2 standard tins of beans, 2
standard tins of tomatoes, 2 standard tins of vegetables, 2 standard tins of meat, 2
standard tins of fish, 500g sugar, I carton of juice.
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