Food Labelling

Film clip 2 – Food Labelling

Action: Ruby (Gemma Churchill) finds out about Barrister Susannah's (Heather Bleasdale)
case defending a sugary drink manufacturer.

Dialogue:
SUSANNA:

No, it’s not quite as exciting as that, unfortunately. (HOLDS UP CAN) Have
you heard of Orange Bee?

RUBY:

(SINGS JINGLE) ‘Gives you a buzz all day’ (THEN) There are lots of ads on
TV for it. It’s quite expensive.

SUSANNA:

Yes, it’s as big as Coca-Cola was when it first came out. Only since then of
course politically correctness has gone absolutely bananas and lots of killjoy, ill-informed, people want it banned.

RUBY:

It says it’s healthy-

SUSANNA:

Absolutely. The manufacturer’s labelling complies with current regulations.

RUBY:

Plus the manufactures have now got a very good lawyer.
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SUSANNA:

That’s very kind. But you’d be surprised just who is prepared to work pro
bono to get sugary drinks banned.

RUBY:

I daresay I would if I knew what it meant.

SUSANNA:

For free – they see themselves as being on the side of the angels you see,
health freaks.

RUBY:

Really? Angels? But wasn’t Hitler a health food freak?

SUSANNA:

Well, he was a vegetarian, yes. (THEN) But perhaps I won’t use that as an
opening argument. (OPENS A CUPBOARD OR BOX TO REVEAL A
GROSS OF ORANGE BEE CANS) Please do help yourself to as many of
these as you like.

RUBY:

Are you sure?

SUSANNA:

Of course. We’re certainly not going to get though all of them.

RUBY:

Thanks.

SUSANNA:

Oh and perhaps you’d get rid of this for me?

RUBY:

(TAKING THE CAN FROM SUSANNA) – Still a lot left.

SUSANNA:

Bit too sickly for my palate. It’s for kids, really. (STARTS TO GO) Oh the
keys. (PUTTING THEM ON THE TABLE) Right, I’m oﬀ. (GOES)

Links to Learning Objectives:
b) Dietary choices have consequences for people’s health
e) Eating an unbalanced diet can lead to a person being underweight or overweight
Discussion points/questions:
•

Should manufacturers be allowed to produce and sell food that contains unhealthy
ingredients with little or no nutritional value or should such food be banned?
Look at the case the Susanne is representing, why would there be someone
working pro-bono to get these drinks banned? Look at both sides of the argument
and decide if you are for or against banning food/drink that contains unhealthy
ingredients.
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•

Susanne’s new case means that her house is full of these sugary drinks and she
isn’t around enough to know how much Xavier is drinking. Do you think she is
partly to blame for her son’s obesity and health?

•

Do you know what food and drinks are good or bad for you and do you consider
these factors when purchasing them?

•

What is the right way to market new products? How much information should we
know or want to know?
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